
 
TO:      THE NEWS EDITOR                                                                                 June 3, 2016 

 

 

 

NWC IN HIGH GEAR FOR HURRICANE SEASON 

Systems Remain Vulnerable 

 

The NWC is in high gear for what is forecasted to be the busiest hurricane season in five years.  

The season is expected to bring up to 16 named storms in the region with the likelihood of 6 to 8  

hurricanes, of which as many as 4 could become major hurricanes. 

  

This means that the water and sewerage systems operated by the NWC face the probability of being  

exposed to the ravages of torrential rains, flooding, punishing winds and other potential hazards of a  

hurricane.  

  

While the NWC seeks to employ best practices within the water industry worldwide and has the  

cumulative experiences of employees and managers in handling its particular systems under  

disaster conditions, it must be borne in mind that there is no such thing as ‘hurricane-proof’ water  

or wastewater systems.  

  

Many of the 460 water supply systems across the island, of necessity, have intakes in riverbeds; of  

the other systems, wells are often located in low lying plains; most systems are heavily dependent  

on the National Power Grid for operations and more than 10,000 kilometers of pipeline is in  

undulating terrain. These systems are therefore vulnerable to blockages; landslides; pipeline dislocation  

and breakages; high turbidity and contaminated water sources which could result in disruptions in 

service.  

  

In order to minimize the effects of possible disruptions in service to its customers across the country,  

the NWC is urging everyone to be prepared for the season and to store potable water. 

  



Within the limitation of available resources, the NWC has already taken several steps to prepare for  

this Hurricane Season: 

  

Among the steps already taken are: 

• The company’s Hurricane Disaster Preparedness Manual is being revised, updated and    

circulated  with details of operational actions and assignments; 

• Emergency supplies and equipment are being re-stocked; 

• Disaster Preparedness Meetings and Workshops are being held;   

• Arrangements are being finalized with critical external partners, suppliers and 

contractors as to the  likely need for assistance; 

• Operational steps such as clearing over-hanging trees, servicing of generators, disaster-

related  maintenance of facilities and cleaning of on-property drains, etc. are also being 

done; 

• The NWC President will be conducting review meetings with senior managers on the 

implementation of preparedness measures.  
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